
North Dakota Players are Winning 
 
As of March 21, 2005, a total of 724,088 lottery prizes have been won. “People are surprised 
when I tell them how many winning tickets we’ve had,” said Chuck Keller, director of the North 
Dakota Lottery.  
 
Winners like Shannon and John Besselman from Minot. They won $25,000 when, while waiting 
for a pizza, John stepped next door and bought a Powerball ticket with the Power Play option. 
Their daughter is the true big winner since they plan to put most of the money in an account for 
her education.  
 
Sheryll Ford from Bowman won $10,000 playing Hot Lotto for some remodeling to her home. 
Dale Viken stopped at his favorite store in Grand Forks to get a bottle of pop and to, “See if I’m a 
millionaire,” he said. Viken won $5,000 playing Wild Card 2. And, Rebecca Bjerke from Kathyrn, 
who won a $5,000 Powerball prize at the I-94 Tesoro in Valley City is hoping to take a trip to Las 
Vegas this year.  
 
Terry and Tom Haluzak, brothers from Mandan, won $5,000 playing Wild Card 2 and split it 
50/50. “We always said that if either of us won we’d share it. I hope he wins more when his turn 
comes!” said Terry Haluzak. Wayne Gorder, Wahpeton, Ken Gustafson, West Fargo, John 
Holmgren, Fargo, and more have won $5,000.  
 
“We’ve been close to winning big jackpots several times. In the Powerball game alone we’ve had 
three $100,000 winners,” said Keller. Five members of a local birthday club near Valley City 
shared a $100,000 prize plus there were $100,000 winners in Grand Forks and Minot. 
 
North Dakota Retailers are Benefiting 
 
Lottery games are a new revenue source for the 400 licensed retailers in North Dakota.  
 
Leading the Lottery’s retailers in sales is the M & H convenience store in Mandan.  “It’s pretty 
neat to be number one. I’m so glad we have a lottery and so are a lot of people,” said Mary 
Junker, manager.  
 
The Sooper Stop in West Fargo and the Farmers Union Oil in Velva rank on the Lottery’s Top 20 
Retailer list.  “Our business took off last January. Then the lottery started in March -- that nailed it 
for us,” said Todd Jacobson who owns the Sooper Stop with his wife Denise. “But we promote it!” 
he added.  
 
Cory Schmaltz, manager of the Farmers Union Oil in Velva, said, “We have nothing but positive 
thoughts about the lottery. We’re seeing people we’ve never seen before! Schmaltz said local 
residents are very faithful. “One guy here has won three times playing Wild Card 2 – all for $500 
each,” he said.  
 
Lottery retail outlets are located in 122 cities and 53 North Dakota counties.  
 
Eighteen Stop-N-Go stores help promote the lottery in Eastern North Dakota. Sheila Carney, 
CFO for Stop-n-Go stores, said, “The lottery has been a positive addition to our business. It has 
helped our traffic numbers and lottery promotions have given our employees something fun to 
talk to our customers about.”  
 
Bruce Grinsteinner, District Supervisor for Superpumper Inc. in Minot said, “The North Dakota 
Lottery is an added service for our customers that has generated a lot of excitement and repeat 
business from customers that come and play their favorite numbers every Wednesday and 
Saturday.” Ten North Dakota Superpumper stores sell lottery tickets.   



 
“The bulk of our sales is in central North Dakota – Burleigh, Ward and Morton counties -- primarily 
because the lottery is new there, “ Keller said. “People living on the border lines of Minnesota, 
South Dakota and Montana have been playing for a long time,” he continued.   
 
Gerrad Burger, controller for Simonson stores headquartered in Grand Forks, agreed. “Our stores 
in the Eastern part of the state haven’t done as well but none-the-less, they’re generating sales. 
Overall I think it’s been good for us especially since we had a $100,000 winner at one of our 
stores,” he said.  
 
 
North Dakota Lottery: A Year in Review 
 

• Over $19.5 million in tickets were sold. 
• Almost $6 million was raised for North Dakota program services. 
• More than $4 million was paid in prizes to players. 
• Over $1 million was paid to retailers in sales commissions. 
• There are 400 Lottery retailers in North Dakota in 122 cities and 53 counties. 

These retailers include convenience stores, grocery stores, service stations, 
truck stops, liquor stores, bars, and drug stores. 

• Powerball, North Dakota’s first lottery game, was launched on March 25, 
2004, 356 days after the lottery law was passed and 116 days after the 
successful online gaming system vendor was selected. 

• As of March 21, 2005, there have been 325,746 North Dakota Powerball 
winners of over $3.1 million.  

• Hot Lotto ticket sales began on June 24, 2004. As of March 21, 2005, there 
have been 189,080 North Dakota Hot Lotto winners of over $720,095.  

• Wild Card 2 ticket sales began on September 23, 2004. As of March 21, 2005, 
there have been 217,821 North Dakota Wild Card 2 winners of over 
$454,106. 

• Top prize paid to date: $100,000 
• Projected North Dakota Lottery sales for 2005-07 Biennium: $36.2 Million 
 
• Top 20 Retailers 

1. M & H Gas, Mandan 
2. Dan’s Super Market #3, Bismarck 
3. Dan’s Super Market #2, Bismarck 
4. Harley’s Conoco, Minot 
5. M & H Gas, Minot 
6. Barlow’s Miracle Mart South, Minot 
7. Simonson Station Store, Minot 
8. Hornbacher’s Southgate, Fargo 
9. Hornbacher’s Village West, Fargo 
10.  Hornbacher’s North, Fargo 
11.  Expressway Amoco, Bismarck 
12.  Sooper Stop, West Fargo 
13.  M & H Gas, Jamestown 
14.  B & J Tesoro, Bismarck 
15.  Hugo’s #8, Grand Forks 
16.  Barlow’s Arrowhead Miracle Mart, Minot 
17.  Simonson Station Store, Bismarck 
18.  Farmers Union Oil, Velva 
19.  Stamart, Bismarck 



20.  Barlow’s Miracle Mart, Mandan 
 
• Top Counties 

1. Cass  $3,056,584 
2. Burleigh  $2,701,373 
3. Ward  $2,700,751 
4. Grand Forks  $1,522,826 
5. Morton  $1,028,448 
6. Stark  $   972,451 
7. Stutsman  $   784,325 

 
• Highest daily sales:  

o Powerball $194,871 on May 8, 2004 (Jackpot was $205 Million). 
o Hot Lotto: $30,325 on July 7, 2004 (Jackpot $6.07 Million). 
o Wild Card 2: $20,926 on October 2, 2004 (Jackpot $315,000). 

• Largest Jackpot since North Dakota joined games: 
o Powerball: $215,000,000 on October 9, 2004 
o Hot Lotto: $10,780,000 on September 15, 2004 
o Wild Card 2: $530,000 on November 3, 2004 
 

• The North Dakota Lottery is partnering with the North Dakota 
EmergencyManagement and law enforcement to participate in our state’s 
Amber Alert program.  The Lottery’s equipment of 400 lottery terminals and 
electronic signs are used for Amber Alerts.  

 
• The North Dakota Lottery transferred $400,000, as appropriated by the 2003 

legislative assemb ly, to the Compulsive Gambling Prevention and Treatment 
Fund.  

 
# # #  

Media Contact: Eileen Walsh (701) 328-1574 
 


